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Options for Cruciate Ligament Repair in Dogs

Cruciate tends to
ligament rupture slide
is the most “downhill”
common putting
orthopaedic stress on
disease seen in the
dogs. cruciate
ligament.
Traditionally, it
Was thought of Repea’ted
as a specific stress
injury resulting ultimately
from acute results in
stress on the failure.

knee causing an acute
ligament tear. More recently,
theories of an abnormal
slope to the tibial plateau
have been developed which
probably more accurately
address the inciting cause.
When the tibial plateau is
tilted backwards, the femur

Studies have shown that in
dogs weighing less than 15kg,
conservative (non-surgical)
management is often
appropriate. This involves
weight-loss, pain relief,
cartilage protectants and

exercise modification
(physiotherapy).

In dogs weighing more than
15kg, non-surgical
management is only
associated with a 40%
success rate. Surgical
management results in an 85-
95% success rate depending
on issues like body weight
and proportions,
rehabilitation and surgical
technique used.

There are three techniques
regularly performed for
cruciate ligament disease.

There are advantages and
disadvantages to each.

(Continued on page 3)

Training Tip - Name Game

The Companion Dog Club
will be reprinting a series of
training tips from the AKC

great lessons that apply
across the board whether
you have just adopted an

magazine “Family adult dog,
Dog” in each of purchased
the 2009 a puppy
quarterly or just
newsletters. have a
dog that
This article was could use
written with a a bit of
focus on training extra
adopted adult training.
dogs, but we
believe these are

From the January/February
issue of Family Dog, written by
Kathy Santo and reprinted
here courtesy of the AKC:

Have you hesitated to adopt
an adult dog because you
wonder how - or if - an
older dog can be trained?
Or do you already have an
adult dog who's just never
gotten the hang of
obedience commands?

(Continued on page 2)
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raining Tip - Name Game

(Continued from page 1)
Here’s good news: You
can teach an old dog
new tricks.

What’sin a

name?

If a dog arrives at
rescue without a name,
the volunteers will give
him one. But not every
dog will have
acclimated to it by the

what else is going on
around him.

Eventually he'll
understand that his
name is a precursor
to something great,
so don’t call his
name, grab him and
toss him in the tub if
he hates baths!

If you notice your
dog looking at you

time he’s arrived at his
new home.

This can be a good

thing if you detest the name
he’s been given, or a bad thing
if he appears deaf because he
doesn’t respond when you call
him.

That's when we play a simple
name game. For a dog who's
lived with you all his life and
still shows a lack of interest
when called (even after he’s
passed a hearing test), this
game will help remind him
“who” he is, and also how
rewarding it is when he
responds to his name.

Begin with your hungry dog on
a leash in a distraction free
area. Make sure you have a
generous supply of whatever
soft treats he finds most
compelling. (Warning: The
treats can't be the same tidbits
he gets every day just for
looking cute; they must be
high-value treats as in deli
chicken, bits of cheese, etc).

Those of you with dogs who

\ aren’t foodies can use a

«favourite toy, but it must be

Don't be afraid to adopt an older dog.
You CAN teach him new tricks!

kept out of the general toy
population during the entire
time you're trying to teach him
his name. This could be days,
or even weeks, but it’s
important to keep the value of
the special toy as a reward.

The game starts with you
holding the leash and saying the
dog’s name. You can sit on the
floor if you have a small dog.
When he looks at you, say,
“Yes!” and give him a treat - or
a brief play session with the toy
- and lots of verbal
praise.

Repeat this process
until he looks at
you every time you
say his name.

Gradually increase
your distance away
from him, and start
adding distractions
to this game. It’s
vital that you dog

during the day when
you're not having a
training session, say
his name, reward and
praise him anyway.

The final step is to decrease
the food or toy rewards,
gradually phasing them out
altogether, but leaving the
“Yes!” and verbal praise in
place forever.

If you think there is room in
your life for an adult rescue

dog, visit the Companion Dog
Club Adoption Directory.
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This name
game will
teach your
new dog

who he is.

respond to his
name no matter

Praise your dog whenever he responds to his
name by turning his attention to you.

4
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“Puppy Carers Needed

Seeing Eye Dogs Australia is
urgently in need of loving homes
for puppies in metropolitan
Melbourne.

Being a Seeing Eye Dog puppy
carer is very rewarding. Carers get
to experience the joy of looking
after an adorable puppy without
any of the associated costs and, at
the same time, assist someone who
is blind to live the life they choose.

Sue and Peter Battye have been

Both Sue and Peter adore dogs and
as Sue had recently retired, Peter
thought it might be a great way to
fill in her time and give something
back to the community while doing
something she loved.

Peter and Sue are now caring for
their sixth puppy. Sue says, "It is
amazing to see how easily these
puppies become a member of our
house hold and fit in with our pets.
We take our pups everywhere with
us. They can go with us to shopping
centres, restaurants, cinemas - just

Puppy Carers since Dec 2004
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about anywhere. We
even take ours down
to Phillip Island to go
fishing on our boat,
they love it!"

Sue and Peter's
dedication will see
their pups matched
with someone who is
blind or has low vision
and they describe that
feeling as
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‘indescribable".

Seeing Eye Dog Australia's unique
puppy care program involves
volunteers across Melbourne who
care for a puppy in their home
from the age of 8 weeks until 12-18
months. Carers are visited regularly
at home to provide guidance in
training and caring for their puppy.

To find out more about becoming a
puppy carer, please contact Seeing
Eye Dogs Australia on 03 9381 6400

or visit www.seda.org.au.

Cruciate Ligament Repair in Dogs (Continued)

(Continued from page 1)

EXTRACAPSULAR REPAIR
The traditional technique for cruciate
ligament repair is called extracapsular
repair. It involves replacement of the
ligament with a piece of nylon.

Advantages of this technique include
technical simplicity, infrequency of
complications and cost. These are
most commonly done at primary
care veterinary clinics with good
success. The primary disadvantage is
a much higher incidence of severe
arthritis when compared with other
procedures. It is most appropriate
for small to medium sized dogs with
a moderate level of activity.

TIBIAL TUBEROSITY
ADVANCEMENT

The second commonly performed
technique is called the TTA or tibial
tuberosity advancement procedure.

In this procedure, the tibial crest is
advanced forward so that the patellar
tendon acts like the cruciate
ligament.

The primary advantage is very rapid
recovery, when compared with any
other repair technique. The
disadvantages include relatively short
track-record and potential for injury
to the meniscus (the shock-absorber
between the femur and the tibia). A
meniscal release procedure can
prevent this damage in the future.
Results to date are very encouraging
and we have been particularly
impressed with the speed of
recovery.

TIBIAL PLATEAU LEVELLING

OSTESOTOMY

The third procedure is the TPLO or

tibial plateau leveling osteotomy. This
procedure has been around for

around 20 years and the results are
as good or better than anything else
published to date. This procedure is
based on the fact that the tibial
plateau in cruciate-deficient knees is
tilted backward, causing excessive
tension on the cruciate ligament. The
top of the tibia is cut and rotated to
make the cruciate ligament obsolete.

The advantage of this procedure is
the excellent outcome. The
disadvantage is cost when compared
with the other procedures.

~ by Dr. Charles A. Kuntz, DVM, MS,
MACVSc, Diplomate of the American
College of Veterinary Surgeons,
Registered Specialist of Small Animal
Surgery, Fellow of Surgical Oncology

For further information on this topic,
please visit the Companion Dog Club
website - news page.
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Big Day Out for Dogs

Despite the unseasonably rainy weather

the 2008 Big Day Out for Dogs was a
great success.

Visitors and their dogs were treated to
displays of and participation in agility,
obedience, lure coursing, lure racing
and even dancing with dogs. Quite a
few people even brought their new
puppies along to take advantage of the
discount microchipping.

There were some fantastic entries in
the fun competitions. Our judge had a
tough time deciding each category, but

the adorable children
and their dogs in Best
Boy and His Dog and
Best Girl and Her Dog
must have been
particularly difficult to
judge.

Trade stall holders all
embraced the theme of
“Canine Christmas
Market” and had some
great gifts available for
dogs and dog-loving humans alike. The
fantastic prizes for our fun
competitions were thanks to donations
from the stall
holders.

This was also a
great day to
showcase a huge [§
variety of
purebred dogs.
Breeds on

Basset Hounds, Bernese Mountain
Dogs, Border Collies, Border Terriers,
British Bulldogs, Bullmastiffs, Collies
(pictured below), Dandie Dinmont
Terriers, Dobermanns, Golden
Retrievers, Griffon Bruxellois,
Leonbergers, Manchester Terriers,
Staffordshire Bull Terriers, Tibetan
Spaniels and Toy Poodles.

Some breeds even held their club
Christmas party or a Member
Competition in conjunction with this
event, which really added to the fun
atmosphere of the overall event.

display included: Alaskan Malamutes,
American Staffordshire Terriers,
Australian Shepherds (pictured, right),

The Big Day Out for Dogs 2009 will be

held on Sunday, 13 December.
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renewed its sponsorship of the
Companion Dog Club. Purina
representatives will continue to
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attend our events and provide fun
goodies and samples for our beloved
dogs. We hope all members will
continue to support the company
that supports our club.

Nestle Purina Renews Companion Dog Club Sponsorship

DOGS Victoria is extremely pleased
to announce that Nestle Purina has
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For more
doggy events,
visit the
Companion
Dog Club
Diary online
regularly.
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COMPANION DOG CLUB

Activities & Fun Day

Saturday, 14 March
4:00 - 8:30pm, KCC Park
The Labrador Retriever
Club of Victoria is holding
a "What Can Labradors
Do?" Day for anyone with
a Labrador or anyone who
just loves the breed and

wants to learn about them.

Sunday, 15 March
RAFT (Retrieving and Field
Trial) are holding an open
day for all types of
gundogs (such as the
Golden Retrievers
pictured below) to try all
the fun gundog activities.
This is a multi-breed, multi
discipline day with general
discussions followed by
demonstrations on the
different field trialling
disciplines with some of
Victoria’s top handlers and
dogs.

KCC Park Walk & Talks, 655 Westernport Hwy, Skye, 6:30pm
Phillip Island Walk & Talks, Ventnor Pony Club, Ventnor, 6:30pm

BBQ and Doggy Swimming Party at the Rhyll Fishing Park in Rhyll,
Phillip Island from 6:00pm, dinner at 7:00pm please RSVP

Glamour Night (doggy and human pampering) at KCC Park 7:00pm

03 9788 2509

Sunday, 22
March

The Alaskan
Malamute
Club of
Victoria will
hold a
Weight Pull
event and
Obedience
Training at
KCC Park

Sunday, 29
March

The Alaskan Malamute
Club will hold a BBQ and
fun walk backpacking event
at Mt Macedon.

All types of medium to
large size dogs are
welcome to participate in
these events.

Please contact the Alaskan
Malamute Club for more
information.

Wine Tasting Tuck’s Ridge, 37 Shoreham Road, Red Hill 10:00am, please RSVP Saturday, 30 May

Last Thurs/month

First Thurs/month

Friday, 20 March

Friday, 17 April

Sunday, 17 May The
Million Paws Walk is the
RSPCA’s major national
fundraiser. You can

register online at
millionpawswalk.com.au.
You can also start a
fundraising page for your
pooch and get your friends
and family behind you!
There are great prizes to
be won.

AdVId OdD

COMPANION@DOGSVICTORIA.ORG.AU
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What is the Companion Dog Club?

The club provides pedigree and non-pedigree dogs and their

owners with a club that will promote and appreciate the DOGS Victoria |
uniqueness of all types and breeds of dogs. It also recognises ag&g
that each one of our canine friends is in a class of its own KCC Park

and is a companion in its own right. 655 Westernport Hwy

Skye VIC 3977

As a member of the Companion Dog Club you and your
Phone: 03 9788 2500

dog will receive a number of benefits that encourage . . . .
g g E-mail: office@dogsvictoria.org.au

responsible dog ownership and welfare from within your

own community.

The Companion Dog Club is an initiative of DOGS Victoria.

Promoting Responsible Dog Ownership

Victorian Canine Association Inc.—Trading as DOGS Victoria
Locked Bag K9, Cranbourne, 3977 Telephone: 03 9788 2500 Website: www.dogsvictoria.org.au

Application Form

Name:

Address:

— o
%Mpanion Doa O

Ph:
Mob: For only $25.00 including GST, you and your

_ family can become members of the Companion
Email: Dog Club. Yes, the $25.00 covers everyone in
Dog’s Name & Breed your family AND you can include as many dogs

as there are in your household!

Dog’s Name & Breed

$25 (GST incl.) Payment can be made by Cheque, Money Order,
Visa or MasterCard (Cash accepted in person only)

Referred By Name on Card:
Breeder’s Kennel Prefix and/or DOGS Victoria membership
number, if applicable Card No:
EEPURINA] .
Proudly PRO PLAN Expiry Date:

SponSOI’ed by: PROTECTS WHILE IT NOURISHES" Signature:

~

Refer a friend to the club and receive a special gift from Purina. Be sure they put your name in the “Referred by” section.



