Australian Rescue Beagle boasts Overseas Career
The story of Pippa

Early last year Beagle Rescue Victoria received a phone call requesting help and
assistance to re-home an unruly female Beagle named Pippa.

Theywent to Pippa’s home to temperament test her in her environment and it was
abundantly clear to both Jen and Tam that she was not suitable for re-homing in a pethome.
She was clearly distressed both physically and mentally, snapped out at opened hands,
snarled and showed much negative and fearful behaviour.

A gentleman by the name of John Elder had contacted the rescue group the week before and
explained that he and his family ran Elder Pest Control and had devised a training program
where Beagles would sniff out termites. They work on the same positive reward system that
all Beagles work on: FOOD.

Luckily for Pippa she was exactly what John was looking for in a Beagle.

Pippa is now living in Singapore where she spends her life working, eating, being
photographed and spending her time happily doing whatshe was bred to do. She has gone
from being a highly distressed, overweight and unhappy girl (as pictured below) to the now
settled, beaming, international superstar who even has her own résumé and webpage on
line!

John, Nola and their son Chris (CEO of Elder) have been an amazing support for Beagle
Rescue and they know that each lucky Beagle sent their way will receive the highest level of
care and training. Elder Pest Control has not only pledged to make monthly donations to
Beagle Rescue Victoria but have just taken another wonderful girl (Genevieve) under their
wings to train.

Pippa was overweight and unhappy, but now she is
happy, healthy and has a real purpose in life

See the next page for a newspaper article written on Pippa and links to online articles
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‘Termites’ worst enemy

Meet Pippa, first dog in S'pore trained to sniff out the pests

SHERALYN TAY
sheralyn@mediacorp.com.sg

PIPPA sniffs at her work, but that doesn’t
bug her employers one bit. In fact, it’s all
in a day’s work for the two-year-old Aus-
tralian-born beagle — as South-east Asia’s
first Termite Detection Specialist.

The furry foreign talent is a new addi-
tion to local pest control company Origin
Exterminators and her job is to nose around
homes and smell out termites.

“She fits our corporate image,” said
Ms Mandy Mah, Origin’s sales and mar-
keting executive, referring to the company’s
policy of using eco-friendly and creative so-
lutions for pest control.

Of course, it helps that Pippa is faster
and twice as accurate in detecting termites,
as compared to conventional means.
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Said Pippa’s trainer John Elder: “The
accuracy level of dogs is far greater than that
of humans or instruments (such as thermal
imagers or microwave emitting devices) —
with a 98-percent success rate, compared
to just 45 per cent.”

Mr Elder, who runs his own pest man-
agement firm in Yamba, New South Wales,
also developed a training system for dogs
to identify termites and bedbugs. His school
is the only one in Australia to breed and
train termite specialists like Pippa.

So far, he has got eight fully-trained
dogs and about 11 in training. Mr Elder
said it takes an average of six months to train
a dog for fieldwork and each canine is val-
ued at more than A$20,000 ($25,700).

But he doesn’t “sell” his dogs to just
anyone, he stressed, only to companies
with a proven track record. Indeed, it took
three months of negotiation before he
agreed to let Pippa work in Singapore.
And since her arrival on Saturday, Pippa
een busy acclimatising and meeting
(human) workmates — having already
with her new “personal assistant”
id handler Caleb Loh Zhi Wei. The 23-year
| was a narcotics detection dog handler
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Other articles on Pippa
include:

Pippa’s online ORIGIN

profile
(with link to Pippa’s CV)

Termite’'s Worst Enemy

Dog Trained in Australia
becomes Temite
Detection Specialist

Termite-detecting canine
nothing to sniff at



http://www.origin.com.sg/solutions/services/termites/detectiondogs/pippa/
http://www.todayonline.com/articles/223224.asp
http://www.earthtimes.org/articles/show/145430.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/lifestyleMolt/idUSSP5111620071121

